
 

Dear AMS Families, 

Like a lot of you, our families have been watching the news and share your concerns 
regarding the terrible developments in our country involving - and following - the death 
of George Floyd. At AMS, one of our four guiding pillars is to foster global citizenship, 
where our students engage in active inquiry to acquire knowledge that reflects the depth 
and breadth of the collective human experience. We foster learners  who influence their 
world by making positive, proactive choices about what to do with what they’ve learned 
to collaboratively effect change.  
 
With that being said, we felt it was important to reach out to our AMS families regarding 
the acts of hate and violence that our nation has encountered over the past few weeks. 
We are aware this is not a one time conversation, nor is this the first incident to cause 
discomfort and anger. We will continue to follow the guidelines set forth in  New York 
State Culturally Responsive-Sustaining Education Framework as we seek to provide 
guidance, awareness, and comfort to our children during these uncertain times.   
It is ok to feel scared, angry, confused, or any other emotion you and your children may 
be feeling. Conversations about race can be difficult to have, but it is essential that they 
take place in order for our community to grow and flourish. In order to get these 
challenging conversations started, we have included a list of resources to promote 
thoughtful conversation among families.   
 
As a No Place for Hate school, we encourage you to explore the resources available on 
the Anti Defamation League’s website, Table Talk: Family Conversations about Current 
Events. This site provides conversation starters and developmentally appropriate 
articles to engage middle school students. An additional resource you may find helpful 
is Teaching about race, racism and police violence: Resources for educators and 
parents.  
 
If your child is experiencing difficulty and you need additional support, please contact 
our guidance department so that we can support your child and family during these 
trying times.    
 
Sincerely, 
Stu Horlacher - Principal 
Jennifer Goldenberg - Assistant Principal 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oZhcnBufErw_l8YbcaGyJVTaHfWGfCxn/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oZhcnBufErw_l8YbcaGyJVTaHfWGfCxn/view?usp=sharing
https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/table-talk
https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/table-talk
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2016/07/11/teaching-about-race-racism-and-police-violence-resources-for-educators-and-parents/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/answer-sheet/wp/2016/07/11/teaching-about-race-racism-and-police-violence-resources-for-educators-and-parents/

